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ABSTRACT 

The determinants of commercial sugarcane growing in the face of global change is critical to 

support strategies that ensure sustainable development among households. We assessed the 

relationship between commercial sugarcane growing and household characteristics and explore 

the effect of land holdings on commercial sugarcane growing of Jinja District in eastern Uganda. 

The main objective of the study was to analyze the determinants of commercial sugarcane 

growing in Uganda. The assessment was made on a sample of 120 respondents that were selected 

using multistage sampling from the three villages of Kakira, Masese, and Mafubira in Jinja 

district. The characteristics were analyzed using Stata to find out the determinants of commercial 

sugarcane growing.  

The findings revealed that there is a statistically significant relationship between commercial 

sugarcane growing and the mentioned characteristics i.e. Gender, Age group, Education. The 

study found out that male participants had the biggest percentage in the participation of 

commercial sugarcane growing compared to the female participate who had only 42% 

participants, this is because men are more powerful in owning property most especially land 

which makes women lag behind in participation of farming practices commercial sugarcane 

growing in particular. The participants were falling into the productive age of 30-39 years who 

have energy to work for long working hours compared to old age and those aged 20-29 who may 

be still in school or do not have responsibilities yet. Half of the participants in commercial 

sugarcane growing were secondary literates (50%) compared to other education levels since have 

the ability to receive, decode and understand information relevant to making innovative 

decisions on commercial sugarcane growing. 

The study recommends that there should be timely provision of agro-inputs/mechanical services 

to the farmers as well as sufficient Irrigation Water so as to enhance farmers’ operation, which 

could lead to higher yield. An effective system should be put in place where farmers should be 

linked with service providers and community money lenders. 
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CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Introduction 

This study will focus on Analysis of the determinants of commercial sugarcane growing in 

Jinja District. This chapter will present the background of study, statement of the problem, 

the aim of the study, objectives of the study, and significance of the study.  

1.2 Background to the study 

Uganda is the largest producer of granular brown sugar in the East African Community, 

accounting for about 500,000 metric tons annually as of May 2017 (Philomena, Maryanne, 

Emmanuel, & Johnson, 2017). Traces of sugar cane production in Uganda can be made back 

to 1920 when the Vithaldas Haridas & Company (VHC) under the management of Muljibhai 

Madhvani, purchased 800 acres (324 ha) of land in Kakira, between Jinja and Iganga, for the 

purpose of starting a sugar factory who Later became the managing director of VHC Kakira 

Sugar Works, opened in 1930 (Madhvani, 2009).  

In 1924, under the stewardship of Nanji Kalidas Mehta, another industrialist of Indian 

descent, Sugar Corporation of Uganda Limited (SCOUL) was founded as Uganda Sugar 

Factory at Lugazi. This marked the beginning of the Mehta Group, with headquarters in India 

and businesses in Sub-Saharan Africa and on the Indian sub-continent (Mehta, 2010).  

Kinyara Sugar Works Limited (KSWL), Uganda’s second-largest sugar factory, was until 

September 2011, majority owned by the Central Government of Uganda. Since then, the 

majority shares in the business are owned by the Rai Group, domiciled in Mauntius (Elias, 

2017).  

The sugar industry is important in the economy of Uganda as it provides direct employment 

and income to out grower cane farmers and the employees in the industry by over 20,000 and 

50,000 direct and indirect employments respectively, contributes revenue to the government 

through taxes, and reduces import bill through import substitution. Overall in year 2009, the 

sector contributed over 126 billion UGS in taxes as well as savings of US$ 176 million in 

foreign exchange earnings; hence contributing to the stability of the Uganda shillings on the 

foreign exchange market (MTTI, 2010). 



2 
 

1.3 Problem statement 

Recent times in Uganda have witnessed the central government encouraging tármers to invest 

in commercial agricultural enterprises the country’s back bone as one of the efforts to 

alleviate poverty and in turn create wealth. In areas close to sugarcane-processing industries 

in Uganda (e.g., Kinyara Sugar Works Ltd., Masindi, Mayuge Sugar Ltd., Mayuge, Kaliro 

Sugar Ltd. Kaliro, and Kakira Sugar Works Ltd., Jinja), sugarcane cultivation has been highly 

preferred relative to other more traditional crops (e.g., coffee, cotton) as well as plantation 

forests, as it is perceived to be more profitable and economically valuable. However, in 2006, 

employees of the Sugar Corporation of Uganda (SCOUL) demonstrated through burning over 

100 acres of sugarcane. The workers were protesting the meagre sh 60, 000 basic salary. 

Armed with catapults, sticks and pangs, the over 100 rowdy workers from Ntenga camp in 

Lugazi, burnt the plantation as Special Police Constables (SPCs) and anti-riot Police 

helplessly looked on. (Wanyenze, et al, 2015) 

Numerous studies i.e. (Elias, et al, 2017) have attempted to study sugarcane farming with 

majority concentrating on the contribution of commercial sugarcane growing to Uganda’s 

economy and forgetting to investigate the factors associated with commercial sugar cane 

growing some of which could have prompted the demonstration.  

It is against such background that there is need to conduct a thorough research that would 

encompass clearly bring to light the determinants of commercial sugar cane growing in Jinja 

district.  

1.4 Study objectives 

1.4.1 Main objective 

This study will analyze the determinants of commercial sugarcane growing in Jinja District.  

1.4.2 Specific objectives 

The specific objectives of the research are to: 
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1. Assess the relationship between household characteristics and commercial sugarcane 

growing;  

2. To understand the relationship between land holdings and commercial sugarcane growing.  

1.5 Research hypothesis 

The research study was guided by two hypotheses namely;  

i. There is no relationship between household characteristics and commercial sugarcane 

growing;  

ii. There is no relationship between land holdings and commercial sugarcane growing.  

1.6 Significance of the study 

The study will guide farmers and policy makers whether there is need to grow more of either 

food crops or cash crops. The study will also enlighten on the impact of sugar cane 

production towards sustainability as well as building on the existing literature.  

1.7 Scope of the study 

The study was conducted in three villages of Masese, Mafubira and Kakira in Butembe Sub 

county Jinja district. Butembe sub-county is purposively selected because of its long standing 

involvement in sugarcane growing. Within Butembe, 3 villages will be selected. All 

households with individuals aged 15 years and above in the selected villages were 

investigated. Within the households, all individuals 15 years and above were included in the 

study, with the exception of those who were mentally or physically disabled.  

1.8 Outline of the dissertation 

This dissertation is divided into five chapters which include; the introduction, literature 

review, research methodology, presentation of findings, summary of findings, conclusion and 

recommendations. Chapter one provides the background to the study, problem statement, 

study objectives, hypotheses, and scope of the study and significance of the study. Chapter 

two presents reviewed literature on the determinants of malnutrition among under-five 

children. Chapter three presents the methodology used in the study including measurements 
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of anthropometric measures and limitations. Chapter four presents study results and 

interpretations. Chapter five is the last chapter and it presents summary of results, conclusion, 

study recommendations and areas for further research.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAPTER TWO: LITERATURE REVIEW 

2.1 Introduction 

The previous chapter gave an introduction to the study. This chapter covers previous research 

conducted concerning determinants of commercial sugarcane growing by other scholars.  
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2.2 Determinants of commercial sugarcane growing 

The social economic characteristics of commercial farmers which affect performance can be 

grouped according to farm ownership structure and demographic characteristics. 

Gender and commercial sugarcane growing 

Most analysis of large-scale land acquisition in agriculture concludes that land always 

produce negative overall outcomes for women. Researchers have called attention to women 

losing access to common pool resources, for instance, because their land rights are more 

insecure. One of the main potential benefits from increased agricultural commercialization is 

the creation of employment for women. Investors that approach communities often promise 

to create jobs in the community in exchange for the control of agricultural land (Vera, 2016). 

Though investors create jobs often fewer than promised women may be less likely to benefit 

from employment, which contributes to their relative income poverty compared to men 

(Daley, 2011).  

Education and commercial sugarcane growing 

In study by (Heyer, et al, 2018) on farmer characteristics and agricultural productivity in 

Kenya, it was established that secondary school agricultural education enables farmers to 

have a broader capacity, be more effective, self-reliant, resourceful and capable of solving 

farming problems thereby improving their crop productivity. Farmers with relevant academic 

qualifications were found to be more suitable to undertake certain initiatives. Education 

increases their capacity and resourcefulness in undertaking commercial decisions that 

improve their performance (Saina, et al, 2012)  

 

Age and commercial sugarcane growing 

(Watson, et al., 2008) found that farmers acquire more experience with age leading to 

improved agricultural productivity. In the context of an aging agricultural labor force, 

changes in the working age. have a significant impact on agricultural output. Concern is 

needed for such adverse effects. Although the influence of intention to abandon land 

management was not significant. We cannot ignore this effect because changes in the 
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composition of the working-age of households suggest that 58.53 percent of the agricultural 

producers will likely exit agricultural production. This represents a potential threat to the 

future development of agriculture. We also found that the elderly intend to abandon the 

farming compared to other farmers more conducive to agricultural output, indicating that the 

adverse effects of changes in the agricultural population age, reduce agriculture output and 

this negative impact can be reduced by an additional investment in other elements (Wheeler 

& Braun, 2013).  

Total area under cultivation and sugarcane growing  

According to a study by (Yaseen & Irfan, 2017), the allocation of land for sugarcane 

production is very important, and area under sugarcane ranged between I and 20 acres 

in their study. Overall majority of sugarcane growers, 74 percent allotted 1-5 acres of 

their operational land for sugarcane cultivation, 20.7 percent cultivated sugarcane at 6-

10 acres operational land, 4 percent at 11-15 acres and only 1.3 percent at 16-20 acres. 

District wise analysis indicated that majority of growers across all districts, 94 percent 

from Chiniot, 76 percent from Faisalabad and 52 percent from Jhang allotted 1-5 acres 

of land for sugarcane crop. In Jhang district 34 percent growers cultivate sugarcane on 

6-10 acres, 12 percent on 11-15 acres and only 2 percent on 16-20 acres, whereas in 

Faisalabad and Chiniot 22 percent and 3 percent respectively grow sugarcane on 6-10 

acres, only 2 percent of growers from Faisalabad cultivate sugarcane on more than 16 

acres. This implies that majority of the sugarcane growers find comfort in allotting 

fewer acres of land to commercial sugarcane growing.  

 

2.3 Summary of literature review 

 

Literature reviewed shows that sugarcane growing is determined by several factors, a need to 

find out if similar factors are responsible for sugarcane growing in the area of study is 

important. This is part of the research gap that study needs to examine.  
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CHAPTER THREE: METHODOLOGY 

3.1 Introduction 

This Chapter outlines the manner in which the study will be conducted. The key 

components are the research design, sample size and sampling technique, data source, 

description of the study variables, research instruments, validity and reliability, 

procedure and data analysis 
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3.2 Research design 

In this study a cross sectional survey design will be used. Both quantitative and qualitative 

methods will be used to collect data from selected respondents who will form a representative 

sample. This design helps to gather opinions from a cross section of the population.  

The design will be used to obtain information about commercial sugar cane plantations and 

its determinants. It is because of the above reasons that the design is found to be appropriate 

to investigate the determinants of commercial sugar cane growing in Jinja District. This 

method is also appropriate because it produces normative data required for quantitative 

analyses.  

Stratified Random sampling technique will be used in the study to select households from 

each of the villages. This technique is chosen because it has a high degree of 

representativeness and offers more accurate results. Random sampling will be used in the 

study because it gives all households equal chances of being selected.  

With proportionate stratification, the sample size of each stratum is proportionate to the 

population size of the stratum.  

3.3 Data processing and analysis 

The questionnaire will be developed and edited on accuracy, consistency and completeness of 

information before leaving the field. Thereafter coding and summarizingof data will be 

done at the end of each day. After the instruments are returned, they will be checked for 

completeness and thereafter coded and then entered in STATA. 

The information from questionnaires will be presented in frequency tables. Chi square will be 

used to analyze categorical and categorical variable to give bivariate analysis.  

3.4 Sample sizedetermination 

A proportion of 90% was assumed and used in the sample size determination, using the 

formula (Fisher et a!)  
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n =   z2a/2 pq ………………………………………………………………………. (3.1) 

e2  

Where;  

n is the sample size 

p is the proportion of the individuals bearing the characteristic of the major variable q is the 

proportion of the individuals not bearing the characteristic of the major variable (l-p)  

a is the level of significance, where a = 0.05  

5% level of significance was used so that the researcher is 95% confident that the results are 

accurate  

Z0.025 is the test statistic at 5% level of significance and is read from the normal distribution 

tables  

So, assuming that p is the proportion of the characteristic of interest in the population, P=0.9, 

Thus, by substitution, n=120 farmers  

Samples to be selected from each area are to be selected using proportions following the 

following method;  

ni =(N/n) *Ni 

Where:  

N is the total population  

N is the population in each village  

ni is the required sample from each village  

n is the sample size  

Table 3. 1: Population and sample size compositions in the different strata obtained by 

proportionate stratified sampling 

Stratum (h) Stratum number Stratum population 

size Nh 

Stratum sample size 

nh 

KAKIRA             1            426             45 

MASESE             2            367             39 



10 
 

MAFUMBIRA             3            334             36 

Total             1,127            120 

   

The regression model is presented below;  

log(p)= + 0X0 +1X1+ 2X2+…+ X ……………………………………………….3.5)  

 

Where,  is a constant  

0 -5 are unknown coefficients  

P is the proportion of being commercial sugarcane growers. 

X are explanatory variables;  

Xo is gender of the grower 

 X1is age of the grower  

X2 is education level of the grower  

X3 is occupation of the grower  

X4 is the land ownership status of the grower  

X5 is the total area under cultivation.  

Research instrument 

The questionnaire will be composed of close ended questions which seek to capture opinions 

of the respondents on the determinants of commercial sugar cane farming. The questionnaires 

are a useful instrument for collection of data especially where there is need to protect the 

privacy of the respondents. This is necessary because confidentiality on the side of the 

respondent in the questionnaire is vital in a way of encouraging and maintaining the response 

to the questions in the questionnaire without getting embarrassed or intimidated when issuing 

the instrument. The questions will be close ended type of questions to objectify and 

standardize the observation made by researcher. The closed type of questionnaires will be 

used because they are easy to fill by the respondent and take a short period of time.  

1-p 
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3.5Ethical considerations 

The researcher acquired permission from the relevant authorities to conduct the research i.e. 

the researcher acquired an introduction letter from the University that enabled her access a 

list of households with in the different villages from the respective local council chairpersons 

that also gave her permission to access these households. A high degree of confidentiality 

was considered in regard to the findings from the study to ensure that there wasn’t any 

information released to any third party without the consent of the parties affected by such an 

action.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

CHAPTER FOUR: ANALYSIS OF DETERMINANTS OF COMMERCIAL 

SUGARCANE GROWING 

4.1 Introduction 

This chapter presents the results of the research, presentation of the study findings, 

descriptive analysis at univariate level, chi square at bivariate level and logistic 

regression analysis at the multivariate level. Analysis is done in line with the research 

objectives and as a way to get the research objectives answered. 
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4.2 Background characteristics of the social and economic factors of commercial 

sugarcane 

Frequencies and percentages were used to give a descriptive analysis of the social and 

economic of commercial sugarcane growers as presented in Table 4.1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 4. 1: Socio-economic and land characteristics of commercial sugarcane growers 

Characteristics  
N Commercial sugarcane growingx2 P-value  

Yes(n=53) No(n=67)  

Gender  

Male  

Female  

64 46.9 53.10.067 0.017  

5641.8 58.2  

Age group  

20-29  

30 - 39  

40+  

 

55                41.8                      58.2 

30                37.9                       62.7                     0.036 0.002 

35                54.3 45.7 

Education  

No education  

Primary  

Secondary  

 

28               48.2                         51.9          

39               35.9                         64.0  0.808    0.036                      

38 50.0 50.0  
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University  1546.7 53.3   

Occupation  

Farming  

Trader/Business  

Fishing  

Other 

occupations  

41 32.567.50.828  0.042                   

37 46.7 53.3  

21 61.9 38.1  

21 61.9 38.1  

Land ownership 

status  

Own land  

Tenancy land  

Sub lease  

39 89.710.3  

15 80.020.0 0.642 0.440 

8 75.025.0  

Total area 

under 

cultivation Less 

than I hectare  

1- 3 hectares  

More than 3 

hectares  

32 90.6 9.4 0.391     0.028 

2286.4 13.6  

6 83.3 16.7  

 

4.3 Description of characteristics of commercial sugarcane growing 

The percentage of the males who participated in commercial sugarcane growing was only 

47% and 53%of the male participants did not participate in commercial sugarcane growing. 

Only 42% of females participated in sugarcane growing and 58%of the females were not 

participants. In comparison males were more than females Since commercial sugarcane 

growing needs a lot of energy to cultivate and also women do not own land, so there are a 

few who participate in commercial sugarcane growing.  

More than half of the people aged 40 and participate in commercial sugarcane growing 

(54%)and 46% did not participate, 42% who were aged 20-29 participated in commercial 

sugarcane growing and 58%did not participate, about 40% aged between 30-39 participate in 

commercial sugarcane growing while 60% were not involved. Those above 40 years 

contributed to the biggest percentage in commercial sugarcane growing compared to other 

age groups. This is because people gain more experience in farming as they grow old.  

Growers who never went to school and participated in commercial sugarcane growing were 

48%and 52%did not participate, about 36% of the growers were of primary level and non- 

growers were 64%, Half of the participants were of secondary level (50%)compared, and 
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only 47% were of university level who were commercial sugarcane growers compared to 

53%who did grow. This is because secondary literates have gained knowledge and 

experience on the different farming activities commercial sugarcane growing in particular.  

Growers whose occupation was farming and participated in sugarcane growing where 33% 

while 68% of the farmers did not participate, 47% were traders who participated compared to 

63% who did not participate, fishing and other occupations had the biggest percentage to 

participate in sugarcane growing. Most people are involved in the cultivation of other crops 

other than commercial sugarcane growing.  

Almost people who owned land participated in sugarcane growing (90%), other than the 

growers with tenancy land and people under sublease. Renting land was too expensive for 

some peopleandthey endedend upnotparticipatingCommercialSugarcanegrowing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 4. 2Factors determining commercial sugarcane growing 

Table 4.2: Logistic regression of commercial sugarcane growers and selected 

characteristic 

 

Factor (Commercial 

sugar cane growing 

Odds Ratio  P — value 95% 

Confidence 

Interval 

 

Gender  

Male*  

Female        

1 

0.971 

 

0.037 

 

0.789 

 

1.194 
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Age group  

20-29* 

30-39 

40+ 

1 

1.1011 

0.881 

 

 

0.007 

0.0353 

 

0.552 

0.671 

 

1.023 

1.157 

Education  

No education*  

Primary 

Secondary 

University 

 

1 

0.838 

1.180 

0.837 

 

 

0.026 

0.029 

0.030 

 

 

0.628 

0.0861 

0.591 

 

 

1.119 

1.617 

1.185 

 

Land ownership status  

Own land* 

Tenancy land 

Lease  

 

1 

0.882 

0.813 

 

 

0.028 

0.173 

 

 

0.697 

0.601 

 

 

1.115 

1.099 

Total area under cultivation 

Less than 1 hectare* 

1-3 hectares  

More than 3 hectares 

 

1 

1.159 

0.957 

 

 

0.020 

0.828 

 

 

0.921 

0.637 

 

 

1.458 

1.438 

 *Reference category 

 

The interpretation of the results in table 4.2 is presented as while as discussing the study 

findings to ascertain which of them were statistically significant with commercial sugar cane 

growing.  

The female growers were less likely to participate in commercial sugarcane growing 

compared to males (reference category) and they were statistically significant with 

commercial sugar cane growing (p<0.05).This is because the males are the sole custodian of 

the community and family property. As such, they are in charge of the decision-making 

process which includes how to utilize land resources other than women who have no 

authority to land ownership. The findings are similar with other researchers who have called 

attention to women losing access to common pool resources, for instance, because their land 

rights are more insecure. Commercialized agriculture generates employment for women in 

exchange for control of agricultural land (Vera , 2016).  

Farmers in the age group of 30 — 39 were statistically significant with commercial sugar 

cane growing and more likely to practice commercial sugar cane growing as compared to 

growers who are in the age range 20-29 (reference category). The growers in the medium age 

are always productive. This age of commercial sugarcane farmers have energy to work for 

longer period of time. The young farmers are more active in adoption of new farming 

techniques and always willing to change compared to the elder one who are conservative, 

adamant to change and vulnerable to change concerning the adoption and application of 

modem farming implements and other technologies. This is because of their level of 
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experience, association and ability to decide with minimum guidance provided that the new 

idea or technologies are going to impact positively on their Livelihood. However, these 

findings are contrary to others which says that farmers acquire more experience with age 

leading to improve agricultural productivity commercial sugarcane growing in particular 

(Watson, et al., 2008).  

Secondary literates are more likely to carry out commercial sugarcane growing and they are 

statistically significant. This implied that education level affects one’s decision to carry out 

commercial sugar cane growing. Education augments one’s ability to receive, decode and 

understand information relevant to making innovative decisions. This creates an incentive to 

acquire more information. Farmers with more education should be aware of more sources of 

information, and be more efficient in evaluating and interpreting information about 

innovations than those with less education. Therefore, growers with more education are more 

likely to participate in commercial sugarcane growing than those with less education. Similar 

findings were obtained by (Heyer, Senga, & Maitha, 2006) on farmer characteristics and 

agricultural productivity in Kenya, it was established that secondary school agricultural 

education enables farmers to have a broader capacity and (Saina, Kathuri, Rono, Kipsat, & 

Sub, 2012).  

Growers who cultivated on more than 3 hectares were less likely to participate in commercial 

sugarcane growing compared to those who cultivated on less than 1 hectare and they were not 

statistically significant to commercial sugarcane growing. Sugarcane growing does not 

depend on area under cultivation which is contrary to the findings obtained by (Yaseen & 

Irfan. 2017) who says that majority of the sugarcane growers find comfort in allotting fewer 

acres of land to commercial sugarcane growing.  
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CHAPTER FIVE: SUMMARY OF FINDINGS, CONCLUSION AND 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

5.1 Introduction 

This chapter presents the summary, conclusion, recommendations of the study and areas for 

further research in line with the objectives of the study.  

5.2Summary of findings 

The study found out that 47% of the males who participated in commercial sugarcane 

growing and 53%of the male participants did not participate in commercial sugarcane 

growing. Only 42% of females participated in sugarcane growing and 58%of the females 

were not participants. Female growers were less likely to participate in commercial sugarcane 

growing compared to males (OR=0.971) and they were statistically significant (p=0.037). 

More than half of the people aged 40 and participate in commercial sugarcane growing 

(54%)and 46% did not participate, 42% who were aged 20-29 participated in commercial 

sugarcane growing and 58% did not participate, about 40% aged between 30-39 participate in 

commercial sugarcane growing while 60% were not involved. Growers aged 30-39 were 

more likely to participate in commercial sugarcane growing (OR=1.l0l) and they were 

statistically significant since p=O.07< 0.05  

Growers who never went to school and participated in commercial sugarcane growing were 

48% and 52%did not participate, about 36% of the growers were of primary level and non- 

growers were 64%, Half of the participants were of secondary level (50%)and 47% were of 

university level who were commercial sugarcane growers compared to 53%who did grow. 

Secondary literates were more likely to participate in commercial sugarcane growing (OR= 

I.180) and statistically significant since the p-value <0.05 

Growers whose occupation was farming and participated in sugarcane growing where 33% 

while 68% of the farmers did not participate, 47% were traders who participated compared to 

63% who did not participate, growers who cultivated on more than 3 hectares were more 

likely toparticipate in commercial sugarcane growing and they were not statistically 

significant (p=O.828).  
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5.3 conclusion 

 

Results from the analysis confirmed that there is a significant relationship between household 

characteristic and commercial sugarcane growing. There is also a significant relationship 

between land holdings and commercial sugarcane growing.  
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5.4 Recommendation 

To increase productivity in commercial sugarcane growing, more females should be 

empowered through education to gain economic resources which would enable them to 

compete favorably with men carrying out commercial sugarcane growing, this helps them to 

gain the required skills and knowledge to be applied in commercial sugarcane growing , more 

women are encouraged to participate in commercial sugarcane growing not only to ensure 

gender balance but this can boost the agricultural sector in particular sugarcane growing.  

 

The study recommends that youths should participate in commercial sugarcane growing to 

increase more productivity since they are usually more energetic compared to growers past 

the youthful stage evidence based on the odds that increase in the number of growers in the 

young age reduces commercial sugarcane growing, youths are encouraged to engage more in 

commercial sugarcane growing as compared to the growers past the youthful stage.  

 

Areas for further research  

There is need to explore the impact of commercial sugarcane growing on the food security, 

the contribution, the economic implications of commercial sugar cane growing.  

There is need to study about the impact of commercial sugarcane growing on sustainable 

development and the contribution of commercial sugarcane growing to the country’s 

economy.  

There is need to study the socio-economic impacts of sugarcane farming on livelihoods and 

the biophysical environment to find out whether it affects them positively or negatively.  
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APPENDIX 

 

QUESTIONNAIRE ON THE DETERMINANTS OF COMMERCIAL SUGARCANE  

GROWING IN JINJA DISTRICT 

[To be answered by head of household and in his/her absence, by an adult member of the 

household]  

 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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QUESTIONNAIRE NO: …………………………………… 

Dear respondent, my name is Sinyako Angella, I am a third-year student at Makerere 

University pursuing a Bachelor’s degree in Statistics. In partial fulfillment of the 

requirements for the degree, I am mandatorily required to conduct research in an area of my 

interest. My research topic is “Analysis of the determinants of commercial sugarcane farming 

in Jinja District”. I humbly request for your time to participate in this study by filling in the 

questionnaire. The study is purely academic and any information you provide will remain 

confidential.  

Tick the best option or fill in the required information where necessary  

SECTION 1: HOUSEHOLD PARTICULARS 

1.1 District Name and Code 

1.2 County/ Municipality 

1.3 Sub-county/Division/Town Council 

1.4 Parish/Ward 

1.5 LC Name 

1.6 Household Sample Number 

 

 

 

SECTION 2: HOUSEHOLD/RESPONDENT CHARACTERISTICS 

2.1  Gender of the household head  

 (1) Male  (2) Female  

2.2 Age group of the household head  

 (1) 15-24 

(2) 25-34 

(3) 35-44 

(4) 45 and above 

2.3  Highest level of education of household 

head  

 

 (1) None  

(2) Primary complete 

(3) Primary incomplete 

(4) Secondary (lower) 

(5) Secondary (higher) 

(6) University  

2.4 Occupation of household head  

 (1) Smallholder farmer 

(2) Trader/Business 

(3) Fishing 

(4) Salary/Wage Earner 

(5) None  

(6) Other  



23 
 

SECTION 3: SUGARCANE PRODUCTION  

3.1 During the course of the last 12 months, did 

the householder or any one of its members 

participate in commercial sugar cane 

growing? 

 

 (1) Yes  (2) No  

3.2 What is the description of your land 

holdings? 

 

 (1) Owner  

(2) Tenancy land 

(3) Sub lease  

3.4 What is the total area under 

agriculture cultivation? 

 

 (1) Less than 1 hectare 

(2) 1-3 hectares  

(3) More than hectares  

 

Thank you for your participation! 

 


